NOVEMBER i
ALL SAINTS

THE church in this great festival honours all the saints reigning together
in glory; first, to give thanks to God for the graces and crowns of all his
elect: secondly, to excite ourselves to a fervent imitation of their virtues
by considering the holy example of so many faithful servants of God of
all ages, sexes, and conditions, and by contemplating the inexpressible and
eternal bliss which they already enjoy, and to which we are invited: thirdly,
to implore the divine mercy through this multitude of powerful intercessors:
fourthly, to repair any failures or sloth in not having duly honoured God
in his saints on their particular festivals, and to glorify him in the saints
which are unknown to us, or for which no particular festivals are appointed.
Therefore our fervour on this day ought to be such that it may be a repara-
tion of our sloth in all the other feasts of the year; they being all comprised
in this one solemn commemoration, which is an image of that eternal great
feast which God himself continually celebrates in heaven with all his saints,
whom we humbly join in praising his adorable goodness for all his mercies,
particularly for all treasures of grace which he has most munificently heaped
upon them. In this and all other festivals of the saints God is the only
object of supreme worship, and the whole of that inferior veneration which
is paid to the saints is directed to give sovereign honour to God alone,
whose gifts their graces are: and our addresses to them are only petitions
to holy fellow creatures for the assistance of their prayers to God for us.
When, therefore, we honour the saints, in them and through them we
honour God, and Christ, true God and true man, the Redeemer and
Saviour of mankind, the King of the Saints, and the source-of all their
sanctity and glory. In his blood they have washed their robes: from him.
they derive all their purity, whiteness, and lustre. We consider their virtues
as copies taken from him, the great Original, as streams from his fountain,
or as images of his virtues produced by the effusion of his spirit and grace
in them. His divine life is their great exemplar and prototype, and in the
characteristical virtues of each saint some of his most eminent virtues are
particularly set forth: his hidden life in the solitude of the anchorets; his
spotless purity in the virgins; his patience or charity in some; his divine
zeal in others; in them all in some degree his plenitude of all virtue and
sanctity, Nor are the virtues of the saints only transcripts and copies of